
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
PRESS RELEASE 

 

Esther Duflo and Abhijit Banerjee  
to join ENS-PSL and PSE  

for the 2020–2021 academic year 
 

 
 

Paris, September 18, 2020. Professors Esther Duflo and Abhijit Banerjee, winners of the Sveriges 
Riksbank Prize in Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel 2019, have accepted an 
invitation to become visiting research and teaching scholars at the Paris School of Economics 
(PSE) and the Université Paris Sciences et Lettres (PSL) for the 2020-21 academic year. 
 
Professor Abhijit Banerjee will be Research Professor at PSL and affiliated with the Economics 
department at the École normale supérieure (ENS). Professor Duflo will be Visiting Professor at ENS - 
PSL. They will both conduct their research at PSE within the CNRS unit. 
 

“By working together, our institutions were able to offer these colleagues a research 
environment befitting their work and their talent,” enthused Alain Fuchs, President of PSL. “In 
deciding to accept our invitation, they have affirmed the international appeal of our university 
and the excellent quality of the economics research being done in France, and at PSE and 
ENS in particular.” 

 
For PSE Director Jean-Olivier Hairault, “Having Esther Duflo and Abhijit Banerjee as part of 
our research and learning community is a wonderful opportunity for the institution, the 
students, and the researchers.”  He sees their stay as a concrete example of the working 
partnership with the Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (J-PAL), whose European regional 
office is based at PSE, adding that the Nobel Prize winners will thus be “extending existing 
and ongoing collaboration with many PSE researchers.” 
 
ENS Director Marc Mézard is also thrilled by the arrival of Abhijit Banerjee, and the return of 
Esther Duflo to ENS (a 1992 graduate of their Liberal Arts program). He admires the 
intellectual and moral example that these two scholars set for students and young people 
increasingly sensitive to global challenges, citing, for example, from Duflo’s inaugural lecture 
at ENS this week:  “What can I do to pay back the enormous debt I owe the world for being 
lucky enough to be born where I was born, and to have studied what I have studied before 
becoming part of a school such as this? (15.09.2020) 

 
The results of the research done by Duflo and Banerjee are intended to be shared as widely as 
possible. In their latest book, Good Economics for Hard Times (published in French translation by 
Seuil in 2020), they discuss and underline “the importance of doing innovative, interdisciplinary 
research, and of putting economics to work for human dignity.” 
 
……………..…. 
 
Press Contacts  
TBWA\Corporate (for PSL): Julia Djimet – 06 45 68 42 72 – julia.djimet@tbwa-corporate.com  
PSE: Sylvain Riffé Stern – 01 80 52 17 09 – sylvain.riffe@psemail.eu 
ENS-PSL: O’len Gaultier – 06 32 68 46 62 –  olen.gaultier@ens.psl.eu  



 
 

 

About PSL  
Located in the heart of Paris, PSL inspires dialogue among all areas of knowledge, innovation, and 
creativity in Sciences, Humanities and Social Sciences, Engineering and the Arts. Selective and 
committed to equal opportunity, it draws directly from current research to train researchers, 
entrepreneurs, artists and managers who are aware of their social responsibility, both individual and 
collective. With 2,900 researchers, 17,000 students, 140 laboratories and 10 incubators, fab labs and 
co-working spaces, PSL is a human-scale university. It ranks among the world’s top 50 universities 
according to the Shanghai, THE (Times Higher Education), CWUR and QS (Quacquarelli Symonds) 
rankings. 
www.psl.eu 
 

Conservatoire National Supérieur d'Art dramatique - PSL | Dauphine - PSL | École nationale des chartes - PSL | École nationale supérieure de 
Chimie de Paris - PSL | École nationale supérieure des Mines de Paris - PSL | École normale supérieure - PSL | École Pratique des Hautes 
Études - PSL | ESPCI Paris - PSL | Observatoire de Paris - PSL | Collège de France, Institut Curie | CNRS, Inserm, Inria 

 
 
About PSE 
The Paris School of Economics is ranked first among European economics research departments, and 
fifth in the world (1). It was selected by the French Investment for the Future programme (known as 
PIA3) as a “University research school” (EUR). PSE develops research, teaches Masters and 
Doctorate programmes, promotes exchanges between economics and other social sciences, 
contributes to economic policy debates, and puts its academic work at the service of the society. PSE 
brings together around 140 researchers and 150 PhD students. It was founded by the CNRS, the 
École des Ponts-ParisTech, the EHESS, the ENS-PSL, the INRAE and the University Paris 1 
Panthéon Sorbonne.                (1) Repec : https://ideas.repec.org/top/top.econdept.html 
www.parisschoolofeconomics.eu 
 
 
About Ecole normale superieure – PSL 
At the same time a French grande école and a university, the École normale supérieure - PSL 
provides in Paris, at the heart of the Quartier latin, excellent training through research, leading to 
various teaching and research professions, and contributes to train through research the senior 
executives of public administrations as well as of French and European companies. The ENS also 
defines and applies scientific and technological research policies, from a multidisciplinary and 
international perspective. 
Intellectual freedom, multidisciplinary in humanities and sciences, individual attention to students, 
bountiful campus life, gathering students and professors from all disciplines, form the heart of the 
specificities of the École normale supérieure. Since more than 2 centuries, the ENS - PSL prepares its 
students to the most various openings and the highest responsibilities, while being fully invested in the 
intellectual, scientific and cultural debates of its time – in particular through the multiplicity of the 
normaliens’ engagement. 
www.ens.psl.eu 
 
 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


